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Our History is Nova Scotia’s History - Profiles 
People of African ancestry have often been overlooked when discussing the history of Nova Scotia. These 
profiles feature African Nova Scotians who have made contributions to the history and heritage of our province. 
There are six different sets. Every set contains a large teacher’s display board and multiple laminated 
single copies for individual student engagement. This valuable learning resource is available in both English 
and French. The sets are an Approved Learning Resource (ALR) for grades 5 and up. Available exclusively 
through the Nova Scotia School Book Bureau (NSSBB). 
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Barbara Cuffy Richard Preston 
Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004583 ISBN 
9781777162351 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004584 ISBN 
9781777162313 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002314 ISBN 
9781777162375 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002315 ISBN 
9781777162368 

Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004579 ISBN 
9781777162382 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004580 ISBN 
9780994929280 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002312 ISBN 
9781989932001 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002313 ISBN 
9781777162399 

Barbara 

Cuffy 

Richard 

Preston 

William Hall Rose Fortune 

Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002360 ISBN 
9781989932100 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002361 ISBN 
9781777162337 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002320 ISBN 
9781989932124 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002321 ISBN 
9781989932117 

Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002356 ISBN 
9781989932018 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002357 ISBN 
9781777162306 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002316 ISBN 
9781989932032 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 30023167 ISBN 
9781989932025 

Thomas Peters Marie Marguerite Rose 
Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004581 ISBN 
9781989932063 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 1004582 ISBN 
9781777162344 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002310 ISBN 
9781989932056 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002311 ISBN 
9781989932049 

Set of 6 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002372 ISBN 
9781989932070 

Set of 12 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002373 ISBN 
9780994929297 

Ensemble de 6 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002318 ISBN 
9781989932094 

Ensemble de 12 (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002319 ISBN 
9781989932087 
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Resistance and Resilience 
Learners will discover Nova Scotia’s history from new perspectives with these eight short books and the 
supplemental artefact kit! Students will engage with the histories of resistance and resilience among four of 
Nova Scotia’s foundational cultural groups — the Mi’kmaq, African Nova Scotians, Acadians, and the Gaels. 

Resistance and Resilience 8-booklet set 
NSSBB Stock Code 2002661 ISBN 9781990273018 

Resistance et Resilience 8 livre ensemble (français) 
NSSBB Stock Code 3002610 ISBN 9781990273025 
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Resistance and Resilience 
Nova Scotia Discovery Kit 

Contents: 8 individual artefacts, English-language resource guide, French-language resource guide Dimensions: 
15.8” x 17” x 2.75” 

Resistance and Resilience Nova Scotia Discovery Kit (English and French) 
NSSBB Stock code – 2002670 ISBN 9781990273001 
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Black History: Africa, the Caribbean, 
and the Americas 

Black History: Africa, the Caribbean and the 
Americas is the primary resource used for Grade 
11 African Canadian history. This beautifully crafted 
book explores early African history, including Africa as 
the birthplace of humanity and early African 
civilizations. The book scrutinizes the oppression and 
resistance of Black people in Canada, the United 
States, the Caribbean and Latin America on their 
march to freedom. Particular attention is given to the 
history of African Canadians since the second World 
War and includes an expanded section on the history 
of African Nova Scotians. The textbook concludes by 
examining Africa today. The Teachers Guide for Black 
History: Africa, the Caribbean and the Americas 
provides teachers with practical, ready-for-class 
learning activities and resources that bring to life 
every chapter of the student resource 

Black History: Africa, the Caribbean, and 
the Americas 
NSSBB Stock code 2002141 ISBN 9780994929242 

Teachers Resource available at: 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources 
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The ABCs of Viola Desmond 

The Big Book, large format version of The ABC’s of Viola Desmond is an ideal read-along book. 

Also available at: 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources The ABCs of Viola Desmond (large format) 

NSSBB Stock Code 1003078 ISBN 9780994929228 

The ABCs of Viola Desmond was crafted specifically 
to meet the needs of elementary level readers. This 
important early reader resource is recommended for 
all elementary classes. The ABCs of Viola Desmond 
was written by students for students and relates the 
history of a Canadian icon and courageous civil rights 
advocate, Viola Desmond. 

The ABCs of Viola Desmond (English and 
French) 
NSSBB Stock Code 1003079 ISBN 9780994929211 
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L’alphabet de Viola Desmond 

L’alphabet de Viola Desmond is a French adaptation of The ABCs of Viola Desmond and is valued as both a social 
studies resource and a French immersion or French as-a-second-language resource. 

L’alphabet de Viola Desmond 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources 
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The Times of African Nova Scotians 

Also available at dbdli.ca/resource-material 

The Times of African Nova Scotians explores the history of the more than 50 Black communities in Nova 
Scotia. The Times has been embraced as a curriculum resource and teaching aid by educators at all grade levels. 
The Times of African Nova Scotians was short-listed for an Atlantic Book Award. 

Also available at: 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources 

The Times of African Nova Scotians 
NSSBB Stock Code 2001681 ISBN 9780994929204 
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Q is for Quarantine: The ABCs of COVID-19 

“The idea of this book came while we were on the fourteen days quarantine in Nova Scotia. Every day we 
would spend some time talking about all the things we could do to get through COVID. There was no road map 
to help families get through these challenging times, but we managed. Writing about what we did actually 
helped us to look back as we moved through quarantine, and this book is the result. We hope you enjoy our 
ABCs of COVID-19.” 

- Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard 

Q is for Quarantine: The ABCs of COVID-19 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources 
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My Grandmother’s Days 

My Grandmother’s Days was written by Viola Parsons. The foreword was written by Dr. George Elliott Clarke and 
the cover illustration is by Letitia Fraser. My Grandmother’s Days is about the community of Lucasville. It 
recounts the day-to-day life “back-in-the-day.” What did folks eat? Where did their food come from? What did 
they wear? What did they do for fun? What was life really like? 

My Grandmother’s Days 

dbdli.ca/publications-resources 
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Notable Nova Scotian Posters 

The Times of 

African Nova Scotians www.acadiau.ca 

A Celebration of Our History, Heritage and Culture Volume Two Notable Nova Scotians 

Educator/Community Activist Jet Fighter Pilot/Instructor Industrial Arts Teacher Social Worker/Community Activist Educator/Community Activist Researcher/Boxing & Events P rom oter Community Activist 

The Notable Nova Scotian Posters highlight the 
important contributions that African Nova Scotians 
have made to the political, social, and cultural life of 
our communities, our province, and our country. 
African Nova Scotians have served with distinction in 
various military conflicts; they have captivated 
audiences with their poetry, acting, singing, and 
writing; and they have been pioneers in every 
profession. 

Noel H. Johnston 
1925 -  1995 

H alif ax 

T each er at Beech vill e an d N o rth P resto n . Th e 

fi rst  Af ri can N o va Sco ti an to g rad u ate as an  

In d u st ri al A rt s T each er.  Created  th e ‘ sh o p-

m o bi l e’,  a b u s fit t ed wi th in d u st ri al  eq ui p m en t 

wh i ch  h e d ro ve to sch o ol s w h ere he t aught 

Industrial Arts.  

Gloria Borden 
New Glasgow 

H em ato lo g y Research er ( reti red ). Bo xi n g an d 

even ts  p ro m o ter. Fo u nd er o f th e N o va Sco ti a 

M ass  Ch oi r.  I n s t ru m en tal  i n o rg ani zi ng  th e 

H al if ax A m ateu r Bo xin g  Cl u b w hi ch t rai n ed 

sever al m ed al -wi nn in g b o xers  fo r th e 19 76 

M o n t real Ol ym p i cs.  I nd u cted i n to th e Pi c to u  

Co u nty Sports  Hall of Fam e in 2010. 

Deborah Dixon-Jones 
1949- 1989  

Afr icvil le 

O n e o f th e th ree fo u n di n g m em b ers  o f th e 

Af ri cvil l e G en eal o g y So ci ety. Sh e i s rem em b er ed  

fo n dl y b y th e o th er tw o co- fo u nd ers  o f th e 

So ci ety, Li nd a M an tl ey an d  Bren d a Steed  Ro ss,  as 

a d ri vi ng  fo rce i n  th e creat i o n of  th e Africville 

Genealogy Soc iet y.  

Dr. Geraldine Browning 
East Preston/Gibson Woods 

Life-lo ng co m m u n ity ac ti vi st,  t each er an d  nu rse. 

Fo u n di n g M e m b er an d p ast -P resi d en t o f th e 

Bl ack  Cul tu ral  So ci ety. I n s t ru m en tal i n re-o p eni n g 

Gi b so n Wo o d s U nited  Bap ti s t Ch u rch.  Reci pi en t 

of  n u m ero u s  aw ard s  an d ho n o u rs  i n cl ud in g a 

D octo r of H u m an i ti es f ro m  A cadi a U ni vers i ty.  

Elizabeth Cromwell 
Bircht own  

Casew o rk  su p ervi so r wi th th e Chil d ren ’ s Ai d 

So ci ety ( reti red ).  Served  o n th e Bo ard  of 

Di rec to rs o f th e Bl ack  U ni ted Fro n t an d  Bl ack  

Cul tu ral  So ci ety o f N o va Sco ti a. A fou n di n g 

m em b er an d cu rren t P res id en t o f th e Bl ack  

Loyalist Heritage Society.  

Wally Peters 
1937 -  2013 

Lit chfield  

Can ad a’ s fi rs t Bl ack j et  fi g h ter pi lo t an d  ai r fo rce 

fl yi n g  i n st ru cto r. H el p ed  i n th e d evel o p m en t o f 

an d fl ew wi th th e l eg en d ar y fl yi ng team , th e 

‘Sn o w bi rd s’.  

Beverly Cox 
Truro  

Co m m u n i ty ac ti vi st , ed u cato r an d Site M an ag er 

of  th e Bl ack Lo yal is t H eritag e Cen t re. A l ead er i n 

th e m o ve m en t  to p reserve an d  sho w case th e 

hi s to ry o f th e Bl ack  Loyalists at Birchtown.  

Community Activist Community Activist Community Activist Community Activist Church Activist/Social Worker Church Activist/Teacher Athlete/Commissioned Officer 

Eddie Carvery 
Africvil le 

E dd i e Carv ery b eg an  th e l o n g est p oli ti cal  p ro test 

in  Can ad i an hi s to ry w h en h e set  u p hi s  p ro test 

cam p  at A f ri cvill e i n 1970.  H e m ai n tai n s hi s 

p rotest  cam p at  Af ri cvil l e w h ere h e gl ad l y sh ares  

th e hi s to ry o f hi s fo rm e r co m m u n ity wi th vi sit in g 

to u r g ro u p s an d sch oo l ch il d ren.  

Linda Mantley 
Africvil le 

O n e o f th e th ree fo u n di n g m em b ers  o f th e 

Af ri cvil l e Genealogy Society and current 

Secret ary/Treasurer of the So ci ety.  A cti ve 

co m m u n ity vo lu n teer lo vi n gl y kn ow n  as  Nan by 

many children in her community.  

Irvine Carvery 
Africvil le 

P resi d en t o f th e Af ri cvil l e G en eal o g y So c i ety an d 

a Di rec to r o f th e Af ri cvill e H eri tag e T ru st.  A cti ve 

co m m u n ity vo lu n teer. Rec i pi en t o f nu m ero u s  

h on o u rs an d  aw ard s  i nc l ud in g th e Q u een’ s 

G ol d en Ju b il ee M ed al.  

Muriel States 
1888- 1984  

Avonport/D artmouth 

Co m m u n i ty w o rker an d  acti vi s t. P ri n ci pl e 

o rg ani z er o f th e Af ri can U nited  Bap ti s t 

A sso c i ati on  (A U BA )  

Lad i es A u xili ary,  fo u n d ed i n 191 9.  

Brenda Steed Ross 
Africvil le 

O n e o f th e th ree fo u n di n g m em b ers  o f th e 

Af ri cvil l e G en eal o g y So ci ety. T h e w o rk o f th e 

So ci ety l ed  to th e creati o n of th e A f ri cvill e 

H eri tag e T ru st.  

Margaret Upshaw 
1871- 1922  

Lockhartville/Windsor Plains 

Sch o ol teach er. Fo u n d er o f th e A f ri can U n ited  

Bap ti s t  Association (AUBA) Ladies Auxil iary.  

Ted Upshaw 
Windsor Plains 

Fi rst A f ri can N o va Scot i an Co m m i ssi o n ed O ff i cer 

an d fi rst  I n sp ecto r i n th e Ro yal Can ad i an  

M o u n ted Po li ce (RCM P ).  N am ed to A cad i a 

U ni vers i ty’ s  Sp o rts H all  of Fam e i n 2012.  

Boxing Champion Scientist/Community Activist Theologian/Scholar/Educator Nurse/Community Activist Farmer/Philanthropist Farmer/County Councillor Historian/Genealogist 

William (Bill) Paris Jr. 
1941- 2012  

New Glasgow 

In s t ru m en tal  i n th e d evel o p m en t an d  co n st ru ct io n 

of  th e Af ri cen t ri c H eri tag e P ark,  s itu ated  o n Val e 

Ro ad , N ew G l asg ow . Th e P ark  i s d esi g n ated a 

Pi c to u Co u n ty H eritag e Si te an d  i s d edi cated  to 

th e hi s to ry o f bl ack p eo pl e i n  Pictou  County.  

Rev Dr. Peter J. Paris 
New Glasgow 

P rofesso r E m eri tu s at  P ri n ceton T h eo lo gi cal 

Sem i n ary an d  a Vi si ti n g P rofesso r at Bo sto n 

U ni vers i ty Sch o ol  o f  T h eo l og y. N am ed  A lu m n u s 

of  th e Year, U ni vers i ty of  Chi cag o Di vi nity 

Sch o ol, 19 95 an d Di s ti n g ui sh ed Al u m n u s of the 

Year, Acadia University, Wolfville, 2012. 

Clotilda Adessa Yakimchuk, C.M. 

Sydney 

Fo u n di n g P resi d en t o f th e Bl ack  Co m m u n ity 

D evel o p m en t  O rg ani z ati o n an d th e fi rs t Bl ack 

p resi d en t  of th e Reg i stered  N u rses  A sso ci at io n o f 

N o va Sco ti a.  Reci p i ent  of  n u m ero u s  h o no u rs an d  

di s ti n cti o n s i n cl u di n g th e H arry Jero m e Aw ard . 

In vested to th e O rd er o f Can ad a i n 2003.  

Nelson Whynder 
1864 – 1939 

North Preston 

D on ated  th e l an d to b uil d a n ew sch o ol i n N o rth 

P resto n. T h e sch o ol i s n am ed  i n hi s h o n ou r, 

N el son  Wh yn d er Elem ent ary School.  

Allan W. Evans 
1890 – 1960 

East Preston  

Farm er an d l o n g est servi n g Co u nty Co u n cill o r 

f ro m  P resto n.  Served  as  Co un ty Co un cill o r f ro m 

193 1 un til  hi s death in 1960. 

David W. States 
Windsor Plains 

Histo ri an, P arks  Can ad a ( reti red ).  I n d ep en d en t 

hi s to ri an  sp ec i alizi n g i n A f ri can N o va Sco ti an  

hi s to ry an d  g en eal o g y. Rese arch  Asso ci ate, 

G o rseb ro o k Rese arch  Institute, Saint Mary’s 

University.  

Clyde Gray 
Windsor Plains 

Rei g ni ng  Wel terw ei g h t Can ad i an Ch am p i o n 

f ro m th e 1960s  to th e 198 0s . H e w as  th e 

Can ad i an W el terw ei g ht  Ch am pion, th e 

Co m m o n w eal th Wel terw ei gh t Ch am p i o n  an d 

th e #10- ran ked  Wel terw ei g ht o n th e p l an et.  

RCMP Officer/Author Teacher/Community Activist Teacher/ Social Activist Judge/Community Advocate Councillor/Community Activist Olympic Boxer/Activist Judge 

Craig Smith 
H alif ax 

N o ted au th o r an d co m m u n ity vol u n teer. 

A pp oi n ted a M e m b er o f th e O rd er o f M eri t o f 

P oli ce Fo rces in  2015 b y Hi s E xcell en cy th e Rig h t 

H on o u rab l e D avi d Jo h n sto n,  G o vern o r G en eral 

of  Can ad a,  i n reco g ni ti on  o f o uts tan di n g servi ce 

an d l ead ersh i p.  

Wilhelmina Alice Williams 
1914 – 1977 

Centrevil le 

T each er an d fi erce ad vo cate fo r wo m en ’ s ri gh ts 

an d so ci al ju s ti ce. Ali ce H o u si n g,  an o rg ani z ati o n 

th at  p ro vi d es  h o u si n g to wo m en  an d chil d ren 

l eavin g d o m est i c ab u se,  

is n am ed  i n h er h on o u r.  

Arnold Johnson 
1925 – 2008 

North Preston 

H al ifax Co u n ty Co u n cill o r, 1965-1 97 7. Wo rl d War II 

veteran .  H ali f ax Sch o ol Bo ard  m em b er.  

In s t ru m en tal  i n es tabli shi n g  th e P reston  A rea 

H ou sin g Fu n d an d  th e Di st ri ct 16 are a f i re stat io n s 

at Lake E ch o an d N o rth P resto n.  

Josephine (Simmonds) Johnson 
North Preston  

Teacher, (retired), Dartmouth Vocational School.  

One of th e fou n di n g m e m b ers  of  th e N o rth 

P resto n Recreat i o n A sso ci ati o n. I ni ti ated  th e 

o p eni n g of  th e ch il d ren’ s  d aycare an d m ed i cal 

cen t re i n P resto n.  

Castor Henry Williams, B.A., LL.B.  

Dartmouth  

Fi rst Bl ack ju d g e of th e P ro vi n ci al  Co u rt o f N o va 

Sco ti a.  P ast ch ai r of th e Bl ack Le arn ers  A d vi so ry 

Co m m i t tee. A ct i vi s t with th e Bl ack U n ited  Fro nt  

(BU F). M an ag er o f th e Seaview Credit Union. 

Honourable Valerie Miller, Q . C.  

Whitney Pier  

Call ed to th e Bar o f N o va Sco ti a in  1986.  

P racti ced wi th fed eral D ep artm en t  o f Ju sti ce i n  

th e areas  o f fi scal  l aw an d  tax lit ig at io n . 

A pp oi n ted Ju d g e of th e T ax Co u rt o f Canada 

on April 2, 2007. 

Kirk Cyron Johnson 
North Preston  

Rep resen ted  Can ad a at  th e 1992 O l ym p i cs i n 

Barcel o n a. Su ccessfull y su ed th e H alif ax 

Reg i on al P oli ce fo rce i n a case o f raci sm  an d 

rac i al p rof ili n g.  

Policeman Teacher/Lawyer/Activist Priest/Community Advocate Alderman/Community Activist Union Leader/Community Activist Lawyer Lawyer/Law School Faculty Member 

Thomas (Tom) Miller 
1917 – 1988 

Whitney Pier  

Fi rst Bl ack m u n i ci p al  al d erm an  in  A tl an ti c 

Can ad a.  El ec ted to Syd n ey City Co u n cil f ro m  

195 5 to 19 72. T h e T h o m as Mil l er H u m an  Ri g h ts 

Aw ard , es tabl i sh ed  b y th e Cap e Breto n 

Reg i on al M u ni c ip ali t y,  ho n o u rs rec i pi en ts w ho  

wo rk  fo r th e ad van c em en t, p ro m o ti o n an d  

protection  of human r ights.  

Carl “Campy” Crawford 
1940 -  2003 

Whitney Pier  

Fi rst Bl ack p ol ice o ffi cer i n A tl an ti c Can ad a. T h e 

Carl  Craw fo rd A w ard w as es tab li sh ed i n h is  

h on o u r b y th e Cap e Breto n  Reg i on al P oli ce fo rce 

an d i s  p resen ted an n u all y to a rec ip i en t w h o 

exe m p li fi es l ead e rsh ip  an d co m m itm en t  to  j u s ti ce, 

f ai rn ess an d eq u ali t y i n th ei r co m m u n i ty.  

Hobartson A. J. “Gus” Wedderburn  
1929 – 2007 

H alif ax 

T each er, P ri n ci p al an d  Law yer. O n e o f th e fou n di n g 

m em b ers  of th e Bl ack E d u cato rs A sso c i ati o n (BE A ) 

an d th e Bl ack  Cul tu ral So c i ety. Bo ard  m em b er of  

th e N o va Sco ti a A sso c i ati on  fo r th e A d van cem en t 

of  Col o red P eo pl e (N SA A CP ) and  N o va Sco ti a 

H u m an Ri g h ts Co m m i ssi o n.  

Winston Ruck 
1923 -  1992 

Whitney Pier  

T h e fi rs t an d o nl y Bl ack  to b e el ec ted  P resi d en t, 

U ni ted  Steel Wo rkers  o f A m eri ca, lo cal 106 4. 

Serv ed  o n th e Bo ard s o f th e Bl ack U ni ted Fro n t 

(BU F) an d  th e Bl ack  Cultural  Centre.  

Kenneth David Crawford, Q.C. 
Whitney Pier  

Fi rst in d ig en o u s Bl ack  resi d en t o f Wh i tn ey P i er 

to  o btai n a Bach el o r o f Law s f ro m  D al h ou s i e 

U ni vers i ty.  Call ed to th e Bar o f N o va Sco ti a in  

197 6. Lo n g an d estee m ed  l eg al  career i s  

evi d en ced b y hi s ap p oi n tm en t as  Q u een’ s  

Co u n sel i n an d fo r th e P ro vi n ce of N o va Scot i a.  

Archpriest George A. Francis 
1908 – 1982 

Whitney Pier  

Sel fl essl y served  th e co n g reg ati o n of  St. P hili p’ s 

Afri can O rth o d o x Ch u rch an d th e co m m u n i ty o f 

Wh i tn ey Pi er fo r fort y-three years.  

Michelle Y. Williams 
H alif ax 

Di recto r an d Sen i o r I n s t ru cto r,  Facul ty o f Law , 

In di g en o u s Bl acks &  Mi’ km aq  In iti at i ve, Sch uli ch 

Sch o ol o f Law,  D alhous ie Un ivers ity.  

Educator/Community Activist Musician/Mentor Poet/Teacher/Community Advocate Historian/Community Leader Teacher/Community Activist Community Activist/Local Historian Politician/Community Activist 

Dr. Marie Nita Waldron Hamilton, D.H.L. 

1920 -  1993 

Beechville 

A resp ected  ed u cato r w ho  tau g h t at  m an y scho ol s  

in  H ali f ax Co u nty i n cl u di ng  N o rth P resto n, 

H am m o n d s Pl ai n s,  Beech vi ll e,  an d Ch erry Bro o k. 

A n acti ve ch u rch  an d co m m u n ity vo l u nteer an d  

fo u n d er o f  th e p resch o ol  p ro g ram  at Veith H o u se.  

Peter Evander McKerrow 
1841 – 1906 

H alif ax 

Secretar y of th e A f ri can  U nited  Bap ti s t 

A sso c i ati on  fo r th i rty years . Hi s to ri an an d  

au th o r of A Bri ef Hi s to ry o f Blacks in Nova Scotia 

(1783 – 1895).  A staunch advocat e fo r th e 

i mp o rtan ce o f ed u cati o n.  

Charles R. ‘Bucky’ Adams 
1937 -  2012 

H alif ax 

P erfo rm er an d co m p o ser. Blu es  an d Jaz z 

l eg en d .  

In spi rati o n an d m en to r to  a 

g en erat i on  o f  N o va Sco ti an 

m u si c i an s.  

Maxine Tynes 
1949 -  2011 

Dartmouth  

Co m m u n i ty ad vo cate, aw ard -wi n ni n g po et  an d 

au th o r, E n gli sh teach er. Fi rs t Af ri can  Can ad i an 

wo m an  to si t o n th e Bo ard o f G o vern o rs at 

D al h o u si e U ni vers ity.  

Hattie Eugena (Daye) Ashe 
1917 - 2007  

Sunnyville, Guysborough  

M o th er o r fo s ter m o th er to 32 chil d ren . T each er 

an d  p ri n ci p al fo r 30 years . Co u n cill o r fo r th e Bl ack  

U ni ted Fro n t.  

D eco rated co m m u n ity an d Ch u rch ac ti vi st .  

Jack Desmond 
Linco lnville 

Co m m unity hi s to ri an an d ch am p i o n of  th e 

o n-g oi n g p ro test to  rem o ve a p ro vi n ci al 

d u m p si te th at w as  pl aced n ear th e 

co m m u n ity o f Li n col n vi ll e.  

Henderson Paris 
New Glasgow 

Co u n cill o r an d  fo rm er D ep u ty-M ayo r o f N ew 

Gl asg o w.  Served  o n th e N o va Sco ti a H u m an  

Ri g h ts Co m m i ssi o n.  

Founder of the Run Against Racism  marathon. 

Teacher/School Principal Olympic Boxer/Com munity Volunteer Judge/Community Volunteer Teacher/Community Advocate Guidance Counselor/Community Leader Pastor/Teacher/ Comm unity Ac tivis t  Legend 
 

C.M. – Member of the Order of 
Canada 

Q.C. – Queen’s Council 

Notable Nova Scotian Posters 
dbdli.ca/publications-resources 

Rev. Donald D. Skeir 
1926 – 1999 

H alif ax 

Ch arter m em b e r of th e N o va Sco ti a A sso c i ati on  

fo r th e A d van cem en t o f Col o red  P eo p l e 

(N SAA CP ).  Served  o n th e H u m an  Ri g h ts 

Co m m i ssi o n, th e Bl ack Le arn ers  A d vi so ry 

Co m m i t tee an d th e Bl ack  Ed u cato rs A sso ci ati o n 

(BEA ).  

P asto r at  E ast P resto n,  Ch erry Bro o k an d St . 

T ho m as  U n i ted Bap ti s t Ch u rch es. T each er at th e 

N ew Ro ad Sch o ol .  

5539 Cornwallis Street, 

Halifax, NS,  B3K  1B3 

Toll Free: 1-855-350-3200 

contact@dbdli.ca 

Mobray Fitzgerald Jemmott 
1875 - 1941  

H alif ax 

T au g ht  at Lu casvill e, H am m o n d s Pl ai n s an d  

P resto n b efo re b eco m i n g P ri n ci p al at 

Af ri cvil l e Sch o ol. Wh en  h e ret i red in  1933,  h i s 

so n G o rd on  repl aced  hi m  as  Princ ipal at the 

School.  

Judge Jean Whalen 
Dartmouth  

Call ed to th e b en ch o f th e P ro vi n ci al an d Fa m il y 

Co u rt i n 20 09. Fo u n di n g m em b er o f th e Bl ack  

Law yers  A sso ci ati o n.  

Vi ce-Ch ai r o f th e Race Rel ati o n s Co m m i t tee of th e 

Barri s ters A sso ci ati o n. Vol u n teers  w ith th e A f ri can 

U ni ted  Bap ti s t A sso ci ati o n an d th e Co m m u ni ty 

YM CA .  

Chester Borden 
Whitney Pier  

Stu d ent  su p p o rt w o rker. E xecu ti ve Di rec to r o f th e 

Wh i tn ey P i er Bo ys an d G i rl s Cl ub s . Rec ip i ent  o f 

n u m ero u s aw ard s  i n cl u di n g th e Jo n ath an  Skeetes  

M em o ri al Co m m u n i ty A w ard , th e T o m M ill ar 

H u m an Ri g hts A w ard an d th e Carl  “Campy” 

Crawford Award. 

Alma Johnston-Tynes 
Cherry Brook 

T each er an d g ui d an ce cou n sel o r. P ast 

M o d erato r of th e Af rican  U ni ted Bap ti s t 

A sso c i ati on . Co -fo u n d er o f th e Bl ack 

P rofess i o n al Wo m en ' s G ro u p. T h e fi rs t A f ri can - 

N o va Sco ti an to serve o n th e N o va Sco ti a 

A d vi so ry Council on the Status of Women.  

Bryan Richard Gibson 
Gibson Woods 

M em b er o f th e 197 6 Can ad i an O l ym p ic Bo xi n g 

team .  

Co m m u n i ty vol u nteer an d yo u th m en to r.  

The Times of 
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Shauntay Grant 

Bill Riley  
Halif ax/Preston   

Sherri Borden Colley  Angela Simmonds 
El Jones 

Amherst  
P rofess i o n al d eg rees  an d  t rain i ng  i n creat i ve Terrance “Tiger” Warrington  

New Glasgow  
Francis ‘Nooks’ Dorrington   

Cherry Brook w rit i ng , m u si c  an d th eat re.  P ast  P o et  Lau reate  Halif ax 
T h e fi rs t Af ri can N o va Sco ti an to pl ay i n th e 

fo r H al if ax. N u m ero u s  h o n ou rs  i n cl u di n g a Best  1914 – 1978 
Resp ected  j o u rn ali s t  co veri n g i ssu es  ab o u t so ci al  

New Glasgow 
Reci pi en t o f th e 20 17 D r. Bu rn l ey All an  “Ro cky”  

P o et, ac ti vi st , au tho r an d j o u rn ali s t.  Tw o -t i m e N ati o n al Ho ckey Leag u e (N H L). H e pl ay ed  fo r 
At l ant i c Pu bl i sh ed  Bo o k P ri z e (A tl an ti c Bo o k   Liverpoo l 

ju s ti ce,  race, cul tu re,  h u m an  ri g hts  an d  th e co u rts .                  
Fi rs t  A f ri can  N o va Sco ti an  to w n Co u n ci ll o r i n  N ew   

Jones Nova Scotia Human Rights Award.  

N ati o n al Sp o ken Wo rd  Ch am p i o n. H al if ax’ s  Po et  th e Wash i n g to n  Capi tal s  an d th e Wi n ni p eg  
Aw ard s) an d  a Jo sep h S. Stau ffer P riz e (Can ad a  

Resp ected lig ht -h eavyw eig ht  an d h eavyw ei g ht  Rec i pi en t of  n u m ero u s h o n o u rs an d aw ard s  
Gl asg o w, th e fi rs t el ec ted  Bl ack  o f fi ci al i n Pi c to u  

Reco g ni z ed fo r h er co m m i tm en t  to h u m an  ri g hts  

Lau re ate, 201 3 -  2015.  Ch ai r i n Wo m en ’ s  Stu di es  Jets . Becam e H ead Co ach  o f vari o u s el it e team s  
Co u n cil fo r th e A rts ).  T each es  creat i ve w ri ti n g at  

b o xer. On e of th e fi rs t p eo p l e i n du cted to th e N o va  in cl u di n g an  A tl an ti c Jo u rn ali sm  A w ard an d th e 
Co u nty an d th e fi rs t to serve o n th e N o va Sco ti a  

b y h el pi n g Af ri can N o va Sco t i an co m m u n iti es  

at Mount Saint Vincent Un ivers ity.  in cl u di n g th e M o n cto n Wi l dcats .  
Dalhousie Universit y.  

Sco ti a Sp o rts H all o f Fam e w h en i t o p en ed i n 1964.  D r. Carri e Best Jo u rn al i st o f th e Year Aw ard  
Sch o ol Bo ard  A sso ci at io n.  

o btai n ti tl es  to th ei r l an d.  

 

 

Community Advocate Basketball Star Softball  Champion/Coach Master Basket Weaver Professional Hockey Player Singers/Community Advocates Artist/Writer/Organization Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Delvina and Kim Bernard  David Woods 

Edith Clayton  Halif ax/Dartmouth  Dartmouth
 

Mark Smith 1920 – 1989 
Art Dorrington  Fo r 20 years  D el vi n a ( l eft ) an d Ki m Bern ard  A rt i st,  cu rato r,  p l ayw ri g h t, p o et,  s to rytell er an d

 

Dwight Medley Jones Halif ax East Preston  
1930 – 2017 co- l ead  th e accl ai m ed  acap el l a q u artet Fo u r o rg ani z ati o n l ead er.  O rg ani z ed  fi rs t  A f ri can  

World-class pitcher on Canad ian Nat ional Team. Truro  
th e M o m en t.  A s A f ro cen t ri c- fem i ni st  si n g ers /  H eri tag e M o n th  an d D r. M art i n Lu th er Ki n g Jr.  

1949 – 2016 Justine Colley 
G ol d m ed al  wi n n er at th ree P an A m  G am es.  

Leg end ary t radi ti o n al b asket w eav er. Sh e l earn ed  
T h e fi rs t Bl ack  h o ckey p l ayer to  si gn  an N H L  

so ng w ri ters  th ey reco rd ed ,  to u red an d  p erfo rm ed  m em o ri al cel eb rati o n s in th e p ro vi n ce. Fo u nd in g  

Amherst  
East Preston  

H ead  co ach  of Can ad a’ s N ati o n al  Sof tb al l  
th e art o f b asket w ea vi ng  th ro u gh g en erat i o n s o f  

co nt ract . H e j oi n ed th e N ew Yo rk  Ran g ers  
in tern ati o n al l y – sh ari n g th e s tag e wi th wo rl d  o rg ani z er of Cu ltu ral A w aren ess  Yo u th  G ro u p,  

t radi ti o n al w eavers  an d sh e i n tu rn p assed i t o n to  g reats i nc l ud in g M a ya A n g elo u an d  P ete Seeg er.  Bl ack  A rt i st s  N etwo rk , Vo ices  Bl ack T h eat re an d  

Resp ected  i n hi s co m m u n ity an d  p ro vi n ce fo r  h i s  
M o st p oi nts  b y an y pl aye r i n Can ad i an  U ni vers i ty 

p ro g ram . I n d u cted  to  th e N o va Sco ti a Sp o rts H all  recen t g en erat i o ns . H er w o rk wo n aw ard s an d w as   o rg ani z ati o n i n 195 0. Fo u n d er of th e A rt   Rec i pi en ts of  E CM A an d  A N SM A  aw ard s, th ei r T h e P resto n Cul tu ral  Festi val.  Wi nn er o f nu m ero u s  

d edi cati o n to sp o rts an d  servi ce o rg ani z ati o n s  
sp o rts h is to ry. N am ed  to p pl ayer i n  th e co un t ry  

of  Fam e an d  bo th  th e Can ad i an an d A m eri can  di spl ayed  at c raf t s even ts al l o ver N o va Scoti a, i n  D o rri n gto n I ce H o ckey Fo u n d ati o n. I n du cted  to  p rofo u n d i m p act o n  sh ap i n g th e Af ri can Can ad i an  aw ard s  an d  h o n o u rs in c lu di n g  th e N o va Sco ti a  
fo r m o re th an 38 years .  

twi ce. Pl ayed  o n  Can ad a’ s n ati o n al  t ea m .  
So ftb all H all s of  Fam e.  Ottaw a,  T oronto an d Van co u ver.  th e N o va Sco ti a Sp o rts H all o f Fam e.  fo l k m u si c  aesth eti c i s w id el y cel eb rated.  P o et ry A w ard  an d th e H arry Jero m e A w ard.  

 

 

 

Doctor of Philosophy Psychiatrist Educator/Community Advocate Doctor Writer/Director/P roducer/Actor  Doctor Educator/Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Harris Barton  

Jocelyn  Dorrington  
Dr. Alfred E rnest Waddell  Juanita Peters Dr. E rnest Marshall

 
New Glasgow  

1896 – 1953 Weymout h Falls 1926 – 2012 
Karen Hudson 

1952 – 2010 
Resp ected  ed u cato r an d  co m m u n i ty ad vo cate.  

Halif ax P roli fi c sto rytell er, w ri ter an d d i rec to r o f m ul ti pl e  Halif ax 
Cherry Brook/Lake Loon

 Barbara Hamilton -Hinch  Halif ax  
Fo rm er A ss i stan t Di rec to r o f  A f ri can  Can adi an   

aw ard -wi nn in g d o cu m en tari es an d pl ays  i n cl u di n g  G rad u ated  f ro m D al ho u si e M ed i cal Sch o ol i n  O u tstan di n g co n t ri b uti o n to th e Af rican  N o va Servi ces  Di vi si o n, Di rec to r an d  P res i d en t o f th e  Graduat ed from Dalhousie School of Med icine 
Beechvil le 

T h e fi rs t i n di g en o u s Bl ack  N o va Sco ti an  to  Bl ack  E d u cato rs A sso c i ati on  an d Bo ard  m e m b er  in 193 3. Becau se o f hi s col o u r, h e w as  i ni ti al l y Hannah’s Story, I Made a Vow, Africville Can’t  195 5. I n tern ed at  th e H al if ax I nf i rm ary H o sp ital  
Sco ti an  co m m u ni ty, yo uth  an d  i n vol ved  i n

 

O n e o f th e fi rs t A f ri can N o va Scot i an to g rad u ate  g rad u ate f ro m D alh o u si e M ed i cal Sch o ol.  of  th e Bl ack  Bu si n ess  I ni ti ati ve.  I n st ru m en tal  i n th e  d eni ed  an  i ntern shi p  b u t hi s  cl assm ates  Stop Now, The San Family, The Mother Club, I M  an d  th e Q u een  Eli z ab eth H osp ital in  Syd n ey.  
in tern ati o n al  d ev el o p m en t, so ci al j u s ti ce an d  

with a 

P hD f ro m D al ho u si e U n i vers ity. Sh e i s an  Specialized in Psychiatry. Respect ed by i mp l em en tat io n o f nu m ero u s  cu rri cu lu m  i ni ti ati ves  th reaten ed  to b o yco tt  th ei r o w n i n tern shi p s in  P o ssi bl e an d T h e G reen  Bo o k.  Sh e h as  ap p eared  i n  Wo rked  at Ca m p  H ill H o sp ital i n  H ali f ax b efo re  
Af ri cent ri c T eachi n g.  E l ec ti on  m o ni to r at th e 

A ssi stan t P rofesso r i n th e Sch oo l o f H ealth an d  coll eag u es  an d  kno w n as  a d ed icated ,   in cl u di n g A f ri can Can ad i an  Stu di es an d  th e p rotest . H e w as  th e o nl y D o cto r to m ake h o u se  m o re th an 30 fil m s an d tel evi si o n seri es  i nc l ud in g  m o vi n g to T o ro nto w h ere h e w as o n s taff at  
hi s to ri c el ec ti o n in  So uth  A f ri ca i n  1994.  Rec i pi en t

 

H u m an P erfo rm an ce, D alh o u si e.  co m p ass io n ate an d cari ng  d o cto r.  Af ri cent ri c Fo u r P lu s  P ro g ram .  call s i n Af ri cvi ll e.  th e E m m y n o m in ated  H o m el ess  to H arva rd .  T o ron to E ast G en eral  H o spi tal .  
of  th e Q u een El iz ab eth  II  Di am o n d  Ju bil ee M ed al.

 

 

 

 

Professional Football Player Author Master Warrant Officer Volunteer/Community Advocate Air Force Office r/Com munity Advoca te  Artist 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Excellence in Africentric Education and Research 

 

5539 Cornwallis Street, 

Halifax, NS, B3K 1B3 

Wayne Smith  
Sharon Robart-Johnson  

Orval Clifford Browning  Imogene Muriel Barton  George Borden  
Toll   Free:   1-855-350-3200

 
1950 – 20 16  

Yarmouth  
1932 – 2009  1929 – 2016  

New Glasgow 
Audrey Dear-Hesson contact@dbdli.ca 

Halif ax 
T hi rteen th g en erat i o n Af ri can N o va Scot i an.  

Gibson Woods Jordantown Halif ax 
Author of Africa’s Children: A Histo ry of Blacks in  O n e o f th e f i rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an s  to  b e 

Pl ayed  fo r 12 ye ars  i n  th e Can ad i an  Fo otb all  Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. Contr ibutor to the website,  Lo n g est servi n g A f ri can  Can ad i an m em b er of  th e Fo u n di n g and  l on g stan di n g m em b er o f  co m m i ssi o n ed  to O f fi cer w hil e servi n g wi th  
T h e f i rst p erso n o f A f ri can d escen t  to g rad u ate 

“Le ag u e (CF L) in c lu di n g o n  tw o G rey Cu p  Bl ackp ast . o rg. Bo ard m em b er o f th e Yarm o u th  Can ad i an A rm ed  Fo rces . Serv ed  i n th e N av y fo r Jo rd an tow n/ A cac i avill e/ Co nw ay Bet term en t  th e Ro yal  Can ad i an Ai r Fo rce.  Acted  as i n teri m  
f ro m  th e N o va Sco ti a Coll eg e o f A rt an d  D es i g n.

 
Ch am p i o n sh ip  team s. D efen si ve al l- s tar. In d u cted                  Co u n ty Hi s to ri cal So c i ety wh i ch  o w n s an d o p erates                   43 years ,  i n cl u di n g ab o ard  H M CS M ag ni fi cen t  an d  A sso c i ati on . M em b er o f A cac i avill e Bran ch of  N. S.  Di rec to r o f th e Bl ack U ni ted Fro n t ( twi ce)  an d  

Trailblazing artist known for her pottery, scu lpture,
 

in to  th e N o va Scot i a Sp o rts H al l of Fa m e.  th e Yarm o u th Co u n ty M u seu m  an d A rch i ves.  Bo n aven tu re, Can ad a’ s  l as t  tw o ai rcraf t  carri ers.  Wo m en ’ s In s ti tute, th e o nl y Bl ack b ran ch i n Can ad a.  for the Black Cultural Society.  
j ew el ry,  t exti l es,  m etalw o rk an d  wo o d carvi n g.

 

Lawyer/Community Advocate Politician/Community Advocate Journalist Boxer Writer/Educator/Storyteller NHL Hockey Player/Coach Spoken Word Artist/Activist 

Natasha P rest 
Halif ax 

The first African Nova Scotian woman firefight er  

in the H alifax Regional Munic ipality.  

Inspector Dean Simmonds 
North Preston  

Hi g h est ran k ach i eved  b y an y o ffi cer f ro m th e 

co m m u n ity. N am ed  H ali f ax Regi o n al Po li ce 

O ff i cer of th e Year i n 2007.  

Elroy R. Hill  
1928 – 2006 

Bear River  

T h e fi rs t Af ri can N o va Sco ti an p ro fessi o n al  

fi refi g hter.  A cti ve m em b er o f th e co m m u n ity 

th ro u g h hi s ch u rch an d  th e Bl ack Cul tu ral 

So ci ety of N o va Scot i a.  

Leanne MacDonald  
Halif ax 

Fi rst  f em al e Af ri can N o va Sco ti an  RCM P  o ff i cer 

an d th e seco n d Bl ack co m m i s si o n ed fem al e o ffi cer 

in RCM P  hi s to ry.  Reci pi en t  o f n u m ero u s  h o n o u rs 

an d aw ard s  i n cl u di ng  th e A tl an ti c Wo m en  i n Law  

Enforcem ent Aw ard. 

Corey Beals 
North Preston/Minevil le 

Resp o n si bl e fo r all  fi ref i gh ti n g o p erati o n s an d  

acti vit i es fo r H ali f ax Reg i on al M u n ic i p ali t y 

in cl u di n g em erg en c y resp o n se,  o p erat i o n s, 

em erg en cy m ed i cal  servi ces, h az ard o u s  

m ateri al s i n ci d en ts an d em e rg en cy rescu e.  

Sinclair Williams 
1943 – 2014 

East Preston  

Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an  po li ce o ff i cer i n  th e 

ci ty o f D artm o u th . A cti ve co m m u n i ty vo lu n teer  

and founding member of District 8 Vo lunteer  

Fire D epartment.  

Mary Desmond 
Upper B ig Tracadie 

Reg i stered  N u rse. Ch ai r of  th e G u ysb o rou g h  

Co m m u n i ty H ealth Bo ard . Li cen ti ate at T racad i e 

U ni ted Bap t i st Ch u rch.  A cti ve m em b er of  

n u m ero u s Bo ard s  an d Co m m i t tees  i n cl u di ng  th e 

Co u n cil o n  A f ri can  Can ad i an E d u cati o n an d  th e 

St. FX  U ni vers ity Co m m i t tee o f A b o ri gi n al  an d 

Black Student Success . 

Police Inspector Nurse/Community Advocate Policeman/Community Volunteer RCMP Inspector Firefighter/Division Commander Firefighter Firefighter/Community 
Advocate 

Rickcola Brin ton 
Dartmouth  

P ro vi n ci al Co u rt Ju d g e.  P ract i sed l aw  fo r 15 yea rs . 

A cti ve vo l u nteer an d  co m m u n i ty l ead er. Bo ard  

m em b er o f th e O p en  D o o r Wo m en ’ s Care Cen t re.  

Graham Downey 
1939 – 2015 

Halif ax 

T h e fi rs t Af ri can N o va Sco ti an  el ec ted  to H alif ax 

Ci ty Co u n cil an d th e fi rs t to serve as D ep u ty M ayo r.  

H e w as  a Co u n cil lo r f ro m 19 74 to 20 00.  

Lynn Jones 
Truro  

A cti ve u ni o n l ead e r. Fi rst A f ri can Can ad i an  w o m an  

to be elected Vice-President of the Canadian  

Lab o u r Co ng ress . Rec i pi en t o f n u m ero u s  aw ard s 

in cl u di n g th e Q u een ’ s M ed al an d  th e N o va Scot i a  

Federation of Labour Human Rights Aw ard. 

Lindell  Smith  
Halif ax 

O n e of  th e yo un g est  cou n ci ll o rs ev er el ec ted  

in H alif ax.  Co m m u ni ty ad vo cate an d rec ip i en t 

of numerous awards including the Lieut enant 

G o vern o rs  A w ard  fo r E d u cati o n an d  

Community Service. 

Samuel Moreau 
Antigonish  

P ro vi n ci al  Cou rt Ju d g e. M an ag i n g l aw yer w ith  

N o va Sco ti a l eg al  ai d fo r 18 years .  Vol u n teer co ach 

with St . Fran c i s X avi er U ni vers i ty fo o tb all t eam .  

P ast b o ard m e m b er fo r Co u ncil o n Af ri can 

Canadian  Education.  

Candace Thomas, QC 
East Preston  

P artn er wi th a n at io n al l aw fi rm  sp eci ali zi ng  i n 

Co rp o rate Co m m erc i al Law . Ap p oi n ted Q u een s  

Council in 2016. Vice-Chair of Dalhousie Un ivers ity 

Bo ard  o f G o vern o rs . Vo lu n teer o n nu m ero u s  

Community Boards and Committees.  

Ronda van der Hoek 
Windsor  

P ro vi n ci al  Cou rt  Ju d g e.  P racti sed  l aw fo r 19 

years .  Wo rked  fo r N o va Scoti a Leg al Ai d.  Co-ch ai r 

of  th e Ju sti ce Co m m i t tee of th e Mi’ km aq -N o va 

Sco ti a-Can ad a T ri p art it e Fo ru m . Co - fo u n d er o f  an 

in d ep en d en t, n o t- fo r p rof it el em en tar y sch o ol i n  

Port Williams. 

Social Activist/Union Leader City Councillor/Comm unity Advocate  Judge City Councillor/Deputy Mayor Judge Judge Lawyer/Community Advocate 

Paul Ash 
Upper B ig Tracadie 

Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an  sup eri n ten d ent  o f a  

regional school board. Former teacher, pr incipal  

an d Di rec to r o f Af ri can Can ad i an  Servi ces  wi th  

the D epartment of Educat ion. 

Tony Ince 
Dartmouth  

Elected  M emb er o f th e Leg i sl ati ve A ssem b l y (M LA )  

in 201 3 an d re-el ec ted in  2017.  H as  h el d seve ral  

Cab i n et po sts i n cl u di n g M i ni ster of  Pu bl i c Servi ces  

an d M in is ter o f Af ri can N o va Sco ti an  A ffai rs.  

Tracey Jones-Grant 
Halif ax 

Active community volunteer. Founding member 

of  th e Bl ack  Hi s to ry M o n th A sso ci ati o n. Fo rm er 

Di vers i ty M an ag e r, H ali f ax P u bli c Li b rari es . Fi rst  

Af ri can N o va Sco ti an wi n n er o f th e N o rm an  

H o rrocks Aw ard  fo r Li b rary Lead ersh i p.  

Robert Upshaw 
Halif ax 

A s E xecu ti ve Di rec to r o f th e Bl ack  Learn ers  

A d vi so ry Co m m it tee, pl ay ed  a key rol e i n th e  

d el i very o f th e BLA C Rep o rt.  Fi rs t Di rec to r o f th e 

African Canadian Services Division, D epartment  

of  E d u cati o n. Fo rm er E xecu ti ve Di rec to r o f th e  

Black Educato rs Association . 

Wade Smith  
1967 – 2017 

Halif ax 

P ri n ci p al of Citad el  Hi g h Sch o ol.  H ig h sch o ol an d  

u ni vers i ty b asketb all s tar.  P ro vi n ci al  b asketb all  

co ach. P ass i on ate ad vo cate fo r A f ri cen t ri c  

ed u cati o n. M en to r.  “E ach O n e T each O n e”.  

Wi n n er o f  th e 2017 H u m an  Ri g hts  A w ard.  

Georgina Harper 
1911 – 1984 

Bear River  

Pi o n eer A f ri can  N o va Sco ti an sch o ol  teach er an d  

o n e of th e fi rs t Bl ack  Sp ec i al E d u cati o n teach ers  

in th e p ro vin ce. H er career sp an n ed 46 ye ars . Sh e 

tau g ht  at scho ol s  i n Di g b y Co un ty, Q u een s  

County and in Halifax County.  

Willena Beatrice Jones 
1915 – 2010 

Truro  

G rad u ated  f ro m  N o va Sco ti a T each ers  Co ll eg e at 

ag e 60. T au g ht  at T ru ro  Ju ni o r Hi g h Sch o ol. A ct i ve 

co m m u n ity ad vo cate h on o u red  fo r h er w o rk o n  

n u m ero u s b o ard s an d co m m i t tees  i n cl ud in g  

th e Bl ack Cul tu ral  Cen t re, th e A d vi so ry Bo ard  of  

Education Fund and the Multicultural Association 

of Colchest er County.  

Politician Community Advocate/ Diversity Manager Educator/Community Advocate Teacher School Board Superintendent Teacher/Community Advocate Educator/Coach/Mentor 

The Times of 

African Nova Scotians www.acadiau.ca 

Revised Edition, Vol. I Inspiring Cultural and Educational Excellence Notable Nova Scotians 

Pastor/Educator/Social Activist Publisher/Social Activist Social Activist/Church Leader Social Activist/Author Boxer/Community Activist Journalist/Diplomat Olympic Athlete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
War Hero Veteran/Community Activist Teacher/Classical  Singer World Champion Boxer World Hall of Fame Boxer Educator/Mayor/Artist Senator/Activist/Author 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
War Hero Businesswoman Pastor/Social Activist Lieutenant Governor Businessman/Community Activist Doctor Politian/Singer/Composer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lawyer/Social Activist Lawyer/Educator Judge Poet/Educator/Playwright Actor/Playwright Sailor/Civil War Hero  Storyteller/Writer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Burnley A. ‘Rocky’ Jones, O.N .S. James Robinson Johnston , BA, LLB  Corrine Sparks 

George Elliott Clarke, O.C.,O.N .S. Ben Jackson 
Wanda Robson 

1942 – 2013 1876 – 1915 
H alif ax 

Windsor  Plains 
Walter Borden, C.M ., O.N . S.  W est B r 

1833 -  1915  

Count y 
North   Sydney

 

Truro  
Preston  

O n e o f th e fi rs t A f ri can Can ad i an s ap p oi n ted to th e 
University professor. Winner of the Governor-General’s  

New Glasgow 

ooklyn, Kings 

Ret i red l ab tech ni ci an , acco m pl i sh ed  sto rytell er,  
Aw ard fo r P o et ry, th e P o rti a Wh i te P ri z e fo r A rti s ti c  P arti ci p ated i n th e n aval assau l t o n M o bil e Bay.  

Fi rst Af ri can N o va Sco ti an to su ccessfu ll y arg u e a case  
Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an  l aw yer an d so ci al ad vo cate fo r ju di ci ary i n  Can ad a an d th e fi rs t Af ri can  N o va Sco ti an  

A ch i evem en t, th e D r. M art i n Luth er Ki n g Jr. Aw ard  an d  In vested  as a M em b er in  th e O rd er of  Can ad a i n 2005  O n e o f at l east  75 Af ri can N o va Sco ti an sail o rs kn ow n to  
writer an d  f req u en t g u est sp eaker at  

sch oo l s 
b efo re th e Su p rem e Co u rt o f Can ad a.   

th e p ro vi si o n of  accessi bl e hi gh er ed u cati o n.   ap p oi n ted to th e b en ch.  
n u m ero u s oth er aw ard s.  Can ad a’ s h ard est wo rk in g  p o et.   an d w in n er of th e P o rti a Wh i te P ri z e in 200 6.  h ave served  fo r th e N o rth du ri ng  th e A m eri can Ci vil War.   

th ro u g h o ut th e p ro vi n ce.
 

 

 

 

Community Activist/Educator Teacher/Community Activist Pastor/Builder Educator/Film-maker/Writer Scholar/Pastor Lawyer/Social Activist/Mentor Poli tician 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James A. R. Kinney Edith Hope Cromwell, O.N.S. 
Rev. Edwin Howard Borden, BA, MA  George Webber Davis, Q. C.  

George H. Diggs 
1897 - 194 0  1916 -  2009  

Reverend Wellington Ney States 1869 -  1953  1925 - 2004  
1874- 19 30  

Yarmout h  Ing lew ood  
1877 - 192 7  

Sylvia Hamilton 
Truro  H alif ax 

Prest on
 

Fi rst bl ack  g rad u ate o f th e M ari ti m e Bu s in ess  Coll eg e  Life-l o n g co m m u ni ty ac ti vi s t an d o n e o f th e earli es t   
Wolfvil le 

Beechvil le 

Fi rst Af ri can N o va Scot i an to  g rad u ate f ro m  a u ni vers i ty i n  Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an l aw yer to p ract ice l aw p o st-  
Lo n g est servi n g H ali f ax Co u n ty Co u n cill o r 

of  th e 
an d fi rst  Su p eri n ten d en t o f th e N o va Scot i a H o m e  Af ri can N o va Scoti an  g rad u ates of  th e N o va Sco ti a  Mission ary fo r th e AU BA an d gif ted carp enter. Reverend States   

N o va Scoti a. Bo rd en  g rad u ated f ro m  A cadi a wi th h i s  Wo rl d War I . G rad u ate o f D al h o u si e Law  Sch oo l, 1952.  
p re-Wo rl d War I I era, servin g f ro m 190 8 to 

191 7 an d  

fo r Co lo red  Chil d ren .  Teachers College. built o r res to red Bapti st Ch u rch es th roug hou t No va Sco tia.  
Award winning film-maker, author and educator.  

Bach el o r of A rt s d eg re e i n 189 2 an d  h i s M aster o f A rt s  Fi rst N o va Sco ti an -b o rn Bl ack  l aw yer ap p oi nted  
f ro m 1920 to 193 0.  

d eg ree i n 189 6.  Queen’s Counsel.  
 

 

 

Scholar/Educator Politician Community Leader Politician Politician/Senator Olympic  Athlete/Coach Pastor/Scholar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Arthur William Jordan 

Leslie H. Oliver Gordon E arle Joyce L. Ross, C.M. 
Wayne Adams, C.M., O.N. S.   

Deborah Miller Brown 
T 

1858- 1892 

o  

Wolf ville  Halif ax  
East Prest on   

Halif ax 
Don Oliver, Q.C.  

Halif ax racad ie/T ru r

 

P rofesso r E m eri tu s, Jo d rey Sch o ol of  Fi rst el ec ted Af ri can N o va Scot i an  
Co m m u n i ty h eal th  care ed u cato r an d fo un d er of  th e 

Wolfvil le 
Fi rst Af ri can N o va Scot i an to  co m p ete at th e P asto r of  Co rnw alli s St reet  Bap ti s t Ch u rch f ro m

 

Co m p u ter Sc i en ces, A cad i a.  M em b er o f P arli am en t (M P ).  
E ast P resto n D ay Care Cen t re. Lay m in i ster. I n vested  i n th e  

Fi rst el ec ted Af ri can N o va Scot i an M em b er of th e  
Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an ap p oi n ted to  th e Sen ate.  

Ol ym p i cs, 196 8, M exi co City. Fo rm er t rack an d  fi el d  188 4 to 189 1 an d o n e of  th e earli es t Af ri can
 

O rd er o f Can ad a i n 200 1.  Leg i sl ati ve A ssem b l y (M LA ) an d Cabi n et M i ni ster.  
coach at Saint Mary’s Universit y.  N o va Sco ti an sch ol ars .

 

 

 

Olympic Official/Educator Politician/Educator Dentist Poli tician/Businesswoman Pastor/Educator/Social Activist Educator/Social Worker Legend 

O.C. – Officer of the Order of Canada 

C.M. – Member of the Order of Canada 

O.N.S. – Order of Nova Scotia 

O.B.E. – Order of the British Empire 

V.C. – Victoria Cross 

D.S.M. – Distinguished Service Medallion 

Q.C. – Queen’s Council 

 

 
 

 

5539 Cornwallis Street 
Bradford J. Barton , C. M .  

Percy Paris 
Ronald James Lewis 

Yvonne Atwell 
Rev. Donald Edward Fairfax, C.M. 

Wanda Thomas Bernard, C.M., O.N.S. 
Halifax, NS, B3K 1B3 

D art mouth  
W indsor  

A 

1932 -  2012

al D art mouth  

1920- 20 10  

East  Prest on  Toll Free: 1-855-350-3200 
nnapo lis R o y  C herry B rook  

O ff i ci ated at th e Ol ym p i c G am es i n M o nt real an d  Lo s  
Fi rst Af ri can N o va Sco ti an M e m b er of th e Leg i sl at i ve 

Fi rst Af ri can N o va Sco ti an G rad u ate of  D al ho u si e  Co m m u n i ty Vol u n teer an d  Bu si n esswo m an .  P asto r, sch o ol p rin c ip al an d acti ve co m m u n ity  P rofesso r an d  D i rec to r of D al ho u si e Scho ol  o f So c i al Wo rk  
In vested in th e O rd er o f Can ad a i n 20 00.  

an d th e fi rst to ho l d m ult i-Cab i n et p o sts i n g o vern m en t .  
Bl ack  Lo yali s t, Ro se Fo rtu n e.  M em b er of th e Leg i sl ati ve A ssem bl y (M LA ).  In vested in  th e O rd er of Can ad a i n 1990.  an ti - raci sm . I n vested  i n th e O rd er o f Can ad a i n 2005.  

contact@dbdli.ca
 

A ng el es . Resp ected teach er an d scho o l ad m in i st rato r.  
A ssem b l y (M LA )  to b e re-el ec ted to co n secu ti ve term s  

D en tal Sch o ol. Di rec t d escen d an t o f  Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an w o m an  el ec ted as  volunteer. Two-time moderator of AUBA.  ( reti red ). Sp ec i ali zi n g in  ad d ressi n g i ssu es of  vi ol en ce an d  

                                                 

       

William (Bill) White, III, O.C.  

19 15- 1 98 1  

T ru ro  

T h e fi rs t Af ri can Can ad i an to ru n fo r fed eral  

of fi ce i n Can ad a. A pp oi n ted an  O ffi cer of  th e 

O rd er of Can ad a in 1970. 

       

James A. Phills, M.D. M.Sc. 

19 25- 2 01 0  

Sydn e y  

T h e fi rs t A f ri can  No va Sco t i an m ed i cal d o cto r.  

Fell o w o f th e Ro yal Co ll eg e of  P h ysi ci an s  an d  

Su rg eo n s an d  th e A m eri can Coll eg e o f  

P h ysi ci an s an d  Su rg eo n s.  

       

Beresford Augustus Husbands, 
O.B.E. 

18 83 -  1 96 9  

H alif ax  

Fo u n d er o f th e H al if ax Co lo red  Ci ti z en s 

I mp ro ve m en t  Leag u e, M e m b er o f th e O rd er of  

th e Bri ti sh E m pi re.  

       

The Honourable 
Mayann E. Francis, O. N. S . 

Sydney 

Fi rst A f ri can N o va Sco ti an  to serv e as 

Li euten an t  G o vern o r o f N o va Sco ti a.  

       

Reverend William Andrew White, 
BA 

18 74 -  1 93 6  

T ru ro  

T h e fi rs t Af ri can N o va Sco ti an to b e g ran ted  an 

H on o u rary D o cto rate f ro m A cad i a U ni vers i ty. Th e 

o nl y co m m i ssi o n ed  Af ri can N o va Sco ti an o ffi cer i n 

W WI.  

       

Viola Desmond 
19 14 -  1 96 3  

H alif ax  

Su ccessful b u si n essw o m an an d  

pi o n eer i n th e co sm eti cs  i nd u st ry i n 

N o va Sco ti a.  

       

William Hall, V. C.  

18 27 -  1 90 4  

H ort on  Blu ff  

Fi rst bl ack  p erso n, fi rs t Af ri can-Can ad i an  an d 

th e fi rs t N o va Scot i an to b e aw ard ed  th e 

Vi c to ri a Cro ss .  

       

Calvin Woodrow Ruck, C. M .  

19 25 -  2 00 4  

Sydn e y  

So ci al ac ti vi st  an d li f elo n g m e m b er of  th e 

N SA A CP.  A p p oi n ted to th e Sen ate i n 199 8. 

A uth o r o f tw o b o oks  ab o u t th e N o. 2 

Co n st ru cti o n Bat tali on . I n vested  i n th e Order  

of Canada in 1994. 

       

Daurene Lewis, C. M .  

19 44 -  2 01 3  

A nnapolis Royal  

First el ected Af ri can N o va Scot i an 

M ayo r an d  fi rs t bl ack  w o m an  M ayo r 

in Can ad a.  

Di rec t d escen d an t o f Bl ack Lo yal is t, Ro se 

Fo rtu n e.  

       

Sam Langford 
18 86 -  1 95 6  

W eymout h Falls  

Th e onl y b o xer i n du cted in to th e Wo rl d Bo xi n g H all 

of  Fam e n o t to h ave w on an  o ffi ci al  ti tl e. Lan gfo rd  

arou sed so mu ch fear in o p p on en ts th at m an y 

b o xers refu sed to fi g h t hi m.  

       

George Dixon 
18 70 -  1 90 9  

A fr icvil le  

Fi rst Bl ack Wo rl d Ch am p i o n in  an y w eig h t 

cl ass  an d th e fi rst Can ad i an -b o rn Bo xin g 

Ch am p i o n.  

       

Portia White 
19 11 -  1 96 8  

H alif ax  

In tern ati o n al l y ren ow n ed  Co n t ral to.  

Th e Po rti a Whi te P ri z e fo r A rt is ti c  

A ch i evem en t  i n th e A rts i s aw ard ed  

an n u al l y i n h er h o n o u r.  

       

Isaac C. Phills, O. C.  

18 96 -  1 98 5  

Sydn e y  

Fi rst Af ri can N o va Sco ti an in vested  i n th e O rd er o f 

Can ad a.  

In vested as  an O f fi cer i n th e O rd er o f Can ad a i n 196 7.  

       

Jeremiah ‘Jerry’ Jones, D.S.M. 

18 69- 1 95 0  

T ru ro  

A Can ad i an h ero  at Vi m y Ri d g e. W as 

p o sth u m o u sl y aw ard ed  th e Can ad i an 

Fo rces  M ed all io n fo r Di s ti n g ui sh ed Servi ce 

in 2011.  

       

Marjorie Turner-Bailey 
Lock eport  

O n e o f th e yo u n g est Can ad i an  ru n n ers  to ev er 

q u ali f y fo r th e Ol ym p i cs. Co m p eted  at  th e 

Ol ym p i c,  Co m m o n w eal th  an d P an -A m G am es. 

H as th e u ni q u e di s ti n c ti o n of b ei ng  i n d u cted  i nto 

b oth th e N o va Sco ti a Sp o rts  H all o f Fam e an d 

th e Bri ti sh Col u m b i a Sp o rts H all of Fam e.  

       

Calbert James Best 
19 26 -  2 00 7  

N ew  Glasgow  

Fo rm er A ssi s tan t D ep uty M in i ster of  M an p ow er 

an d  I m migration. M em b er,  Bri ti sh Co m m o n w eal th 

Secretari at .  

       

Delmore “Buddy” Daye 
19 28 -  1 99 5  

N ew  Glasgow  

Can ad a’ s fi rs t Bl ack Serg e an t -A t -

A rm s.  Can adian Lig htw eig ht Ju ni o r 

Ch am p i o n.  

In d u cted i n to N o va Sco ti a Sp o rts H all  o f Fam e.  

       

Althea Pearleen  Oliver 
19 17 -  20 08  

Cook’s C ov e, Gu ysboro ugh  

So ci al A ct i vi s t an d A uth o r.  Fi rs t wo m an  

M o d erato r of th e Af rican U nited  Bap ti s t 

A sso c i ati on . I n au g u ral  reci pi en t o f the YWCA 

Community Leader Aw ard. 

       

Reverend Richard Preston *
 

Unknown -  1861 

H alif ax  

Fo u n d er o f th e Fi rst  A f ri can  Bap ti s t Ch u rch, th e 

Af ri can A b oli ti o ni st So c i ety an d th e A f ri can 

Bap ti s t A sso ci ati o n.  

       

Carrie M. Best, O.C., O.N.S. 

19 03 -  2 00 1  

N ew  Glasgow  

So ci al A cti vi st  an d Pu bl i sh er o f T h e Cl ari on .  

In vested  as an  O ffi cer i n th e O rd er o f Can ad a 

in 197 9.  Fi rs t po sth u m o u s rec ip i ent  o f th e 

O rd er of N o va Sco ti a 

       

Rev. William Pearly Oliver, 
C.M. 

19 12 -  1 98 9  

W olf vil le 

P asto r, Ed u cato r an d So ci al A ct i vi s t.  

In vested as  a M em b er i n th e O rd er  o f Can ad a i n 

198 4.  
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